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Adjust the mowing height of the grass in shade, if
possible. It should be slightly higher than it would be
for that particular grass in open sun.

Shady grasses are usually more tender and will not
stand much foot traffic, so keep off the grass when-
ever possible.

Remove leaves and other debris promptly by raking,
sweeping or mechanical blowing. Leaves allowed to
accumulate will smother the grass and provide favor-
able conditions for disease infestation.

Instead of growing grass in problem areas, use other
types of ground cover such as periwinkle (vinca,
myrtle), pachysandra, ajuga, epimedium or English
ivy. Plant English Ivy nearest the open or sunny
areas. It grows better toward the trunk of a tree. For
a list of ground covers, see fact sheet D-1-3.

15. Where shade is too dense, substitute bark mulch
or rock mulch. Rock mulch includes sand, gravel,
bluestone, limestone, marble chips, crystalline
spar, slate, flatstone, bricks, colored blocks, larger
sized calcine clays, etc. However, if the shade is
caused by trees, the tree roots would benefit from
a wood-chip or bark mulch. Never use more than
a 3" depth or you will smother tree roots.

AN AN AT

Even under the best conditions, you are still going to
have a thin, weak lawn until more shade-tolerant,
disease-resistant grasses are developed. The best
solution is to take your saw in hand and keep trim-
ming the trees.

Or, better yet, enjoy the shade of your trees and
forget about planting grass!
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